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            Knight Newsletter 
 

 

 St. John the Evangelist Council #8342, Prairieville                                       
 

April - 2010 

         Council Officers                                     Council Directors 
Chaplain: Father Eric Gyan (673-8307) 

Grand Knight: Paul Allen (752-3544) 

Deputy GK: Cliston Guillot (673-8238) 

Chancellor: Gerald Blair (450-2504) 

Recorder: Anthony Babin (673-8754) 

Financial Sec: Merle Russelburg (622-3125) 

Treasurer: Robert Templet, Sr. (673-2528) 

Advocate: Lee Guidry (673-3330) 

Warden: David Guedry (673-4201) 

Inside Guard: Richard Holder (673-6354) 

Outside Guard: James Hubbs (622-1468) 

1-Year Trustee: Willis Broussard (622-1036) 

2-Year Trustee: Tom Clausi (677-5544) 

3-Year Trustee: Tommy Ruemker (622-4152) 

Lecturer: Dr. Michel Hirsch (673-9457)

Programs: Cliston Guillot (673-8238) 

Membership: Don Belanger (673-3766) 

Squires: Ashley Rabalais (677-9648)   

Church: Gerald Blair (450-2504) 

Community: Lester Arnaud (363-6604) 

Council Activities: Lester Sylvester (673-3165) 

Family/Pro-Life: David Gregory (673-9592) 

Fundraisers: Delphin Russelburg (622-4278) 

Youth: Corey Orgeron (673-5445) 

Vocations: Donald Joseph (363-6220) 

Health Services: David Broussard (622-0656)  

Public Relations: Scott McLin (673-1656) 

Retention: Delphin Russelburg (622-4278) 

Insurance: Merle Russelburg (622-3125) 

Insurance Agent: Tim Fernandez (622-6384) 

 

 

             Family of the Month                            Knight of the Month 
                   

             March - Janet / Whitney Amadee        March - Brian Ducote  

             February - Nancy and Ross Erwin                               February - Paul Duplessis 

             January -  Mary and Lee Guidry                                  January -  Tim Langlois 

             December - Georgia and Cliston Guillot                     December - Lester Arnaud 
             November - Catherine and Lester Arnaud                   November - Donald Joseph 

             October - Melissa and Russel Madere                         October - Tommy Ruemker 

             September - Becky and Robert Templet Jr.                 September - Michel Hirsh 

             August - Gayle and Byron Gautreau                           August -  Louis Thomassie 

             July - Pam and Tommy Ruemker                                July - Corey Orgeron                                                
 

April Birthdays! 
  
Wayne Henderson (2)                               

Gary Wilson (3)                                   

James Zimmerle (4)                                 

Alfred Saurage (4)                                  

David Gaffney (6)                                  

Tim Goatley (9)                                  

David Guedry (11)                                   

Wade Lilly (13)                                    

Anthony Edel (14)                                     

Kyle Haydel (14) 

Rene Theriot (15) 

Ralph Foret (16)                                    

Fr. Eric Gyan (19)                                     

Ross Erwin (20)                                    

Jim Shoriak (21)                                  

John Stassi (21)                                   

Derek Andry (27)                                    

Robert Dennie (30)                                   

 

For all brother Knights whose birthdays are in April, we thank their parents for being PRO-LIFE; by their 

love for each other and by the grace of God, these good Catholic gentlemen were born.   
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Grand Knight's Column 
 

Brother Knights, 

 

The Mental Disability Fund (MDF) is a Knights of Columbus program aimed at helping the mentally 

challenged in our community. During this fraternal year our Councils "Tootsie Roll Drive" raised $3658  

 thanks to 35-40 Brother Knights 

who collected donations at six 

different locations: Andy's, Wal-

Mart, LeBlancs, Harvest, Ralph's 

and Winn-Dixie. The donation 

checks were delivered in March 

by the Grand Knight to the 

following three charities: $1444 

to Norma Dukes (picture at left) 

at Community Opportunities of East Ascension, $1444 to Janet Ketchans at McMains Childrens Develop-

mental Center and $321.51 was mailed to the KC supported St. Mary's Residential Training Center in 

Alexandria. Thanks again to all our Council members who helped in this year's Tootsie Roll Drive. 

 

We had a very successful jambalaya lunch fundraiser on March 14th.  Over $2200 was collected with a 

net profit of $1460, the highest I can remember in recent history. Monica Roussel told me that the Ladies 

Altar Society also made over $300 and had a record number of "sweets" donated for sale. Brother Byron 

Gautreau and his Krewe of Cooks prepared 500 meals. All but about 50 lunches were sold and the 

remaining lunches were  donated to church staff and the food bank. There were a large number of Brother 

Knights, sons of Brother Knights and a Squire or two who answered Delphin's call for help to serve-up 

the jambalaya. So thanks to everyone who gave up part of your Sunday to support our Council.  

 

Fr. Eric asked the KCs to help move the 10 Commandments/8 Beatitudes Monument to make way for the 

new Ed Center Administration Building. Brother Greg Duplessis and his two sons, Chris and Coby, 

answered the call and the monument was successfully moved near the church fountain on March 12th.    

  

 

 

Fr. Eric nervously 

watching Greg, Chris and 

Coby Duplessis move the  

10 Commandments - 

8 Beatitudes Monument 

 

 

 

I understand during the move Fr. Eric asked Chris if he had ever moved anything this large on a forklift.  

After a moment's thought, Chris diplomatically answered that yes he had moved many items heavier than 

this but none as sacred.  As Brother Greg nonchalantly explains, Chris always know the right thing to say! 

 

We are very happy to announce that our Council will be represented at the State Catholic Youth 

Leadership Award (CYLA) competition in Lafayette next month.  Elliott Rodrigue, son of Euris and 

Susan, recently won the District #24 and Area E competition.  Elliott is a senior at Catholic High, an 

Eagle Scout and a St. John Mission Honduras volunteer.  Both Elliott and Euris have also been approved 
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for  membership in the KCs and will make their 1st degree in April or May.  It is an honor to have Elliott 

represent our Council at the State CYLA competition and we look forward to welcoming him, and his dad 

Euris, into our Council. 

 

In closing, I will use the power of the pen to wish all my Irish Brother Knights a happy St. Patrick Day. 

My father's family was from Ballybunion in County Kerry on the west coast of Ireland.  I attended the 

recent St. Pat's Day parade in Baton Rouge and could not resist putting 2 or 3 pictures in the newsletter. 

 

                     
 

As the Irish say - " I may be old and gray on the outside but on the inside I'm young, redheaded and Irish". 

Erin Go Bragh! 

 

Vivat Jesus!  

Paul Allen 

 

Special Events/Recognitions 
 

The KCs sponsored an Altar Server Recognition ceremony at the weekend masses on March 13 and 14.  

Altar Servers were asked to come forward after the homily and Fr. Eric presented special KC Certificates. 

 

     
 

Following a short prayer of thanks for their service to the parish, the boys and girls were given an 

enthusiastic round of applause by parishioners. There are 58 altar servers in the parish and 40 were 

present at the Masses to receive recognition.  The remaining certificates were mailed to the Servers who 

were unable to attend one of the weekend Masses. Special thanks to Brother Donald Joseph for organizing 

the event and to his wife Ann for helping with the numerous phone calls.   
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Council Elections 

 

A committee has been formed to solicit nominations for the election of 2010-2011 Council Officers.  

Serving on this committee are Brothers Don Belanger (chairman), Robert Templet Sr. and Tommy 

Ruemker.  We ask that anyone interested in being an Officer (see front page for Offices) to please contact 

any member of the committee. You must be a 3rd degree Knight in good standing to hold office.  

Nominations will be developed during March and April and the election will take place at the business 

meeting on May 13th.  The Council cannot operate without volunteers willing to serve in the 13 

leadership positions so please consider running for office.  If you are asked to run for an office or you are 

willing to be a committee chairmen, considerate it an honor and say yes.  We need everyone's talents.   

 

Mark your Calendars 
April - 2010 
  5 - Fourth Degree monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. at St. Amant KC Hall, Black Bayou Rd. 

  6 - Date Changed from 4/1 - First Degree at St. Theresa, arrive by 6:30 p.m., ceremony at 7:00 p.m. 

  7 - March Charity Calendar drawing, 6:00 p.m. in the Community Center foyer 

  7 - Officer and Committee Chairmen meeting following calendar pull (about 6:45 p.m.) 

  8 - Council monthly Business meeting, dinner at 6:00 p.m., meeting at 7:00 p.m. sharp 

14 - Columbian Squires monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. in Community Center 

23-25 - Festival de la Prairie - Tim Langlois (673-3721, coachtim50@cox.net) and Ron Lindsey (622-0947, 

                 rjklindsey@eatel.net) request KC volunteers to man the beer booth. Please call or email if available.  

4/30-5/2 - State Convention in Lafayette - Paul Allen and Cliston Guillot voting delegates for KC8342 

 

May - 2010 
  3 - Fourth Degree monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. at St. Amant KC Hall, Black Bayou Rd. 

  5 - February Charity Calendar drawing, 6:00 p.m. in the Community Center foyer 

  5 - Officer and Committee Chairmen meeting following calendar pull (about 6:45 p.m.) 

  6 - First Degree at St. Mark, arrival by 6:30 p.m., ceremony at 7:00 p.m. 

12 - Columbian Squires monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. in Community Center 

13 - Council monthly Business meeting, dinner ready around 6:00 p.m., meeting at 7:00 p.m. sharp 

15/16 - Membership Blitz at weekend Masses 

16 - Jambalaya lunch fundraiser and blood drive after 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. masses  

 

Help Your Membership Committee 
 

The most recent 1st Degree Installation was held at St. Amant on March 4th.  Noah Dugas  

is our newest St. John Brother Knight and his sponsor is Dr. Michel Hirsch. Noah is in 

pharmapseudical sales with Lilly USA and he and his wife have three sons.  Let's be sure to 

welcome Noah to the Council at the first opportunity.   

 

Our Council has added 23 new members into the Council this fraternal year. These members include 18 

new 1st degree Knights, four transfers from other Councils and one reentry.  Unfortunately, we have also 

had 14 leave our active ranks. Two Brother Knights, Robert Bonney and Nelson Johnson, passed away, 

two insurance members moved to the inactive rolls and the remainder withdrew or were suspended.  One 

proven way to keep our members on the active roster is to encourage 1st degree Knights to make their 2nd 

and 3rd degrees. We currently have 46 members who are "1st Degree only" Knights.  We ask these 

gentlemen to please consider taking the next step when Brother Don Belanger contacts you about 

participating in the next 2/3 Degree Exemplification.        
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Getting to Know your Council Officers 
 

Advocate - Lee Guidry 
Lee was born and raised in Kaplan, located about 35 miles southwest of 

Lafayette. His dad farmed nearby and his mother was a practical nurse at 

Palm Hospital in Abbeville. Lee says his mom is now 93, lives alone and 

still drives her car.  He has 2 sisters and two brothers. He grew up and 

attended HS in Kaplan where he ran track and played wide receiver and 

defensive end on the football team.  When asked if the team was any good 

he just smiled and in his unassuming manner said no. After HS he worked 

in the oil fields for a few months and then joined American Can Co. He 

started off as a machine operator in their New Orleans plant but before he retired in March 2002, after 

43+ years of service, he had become a designer, developer and marketer for many of the products made 

by American Can.  He says he is particularly proud of the tapered fish can that is still in use today. During 

his long career he made many moves including stints in Houston, Greenwich CT,  Chicago, West Point 

MS and Birmingham AL.  He married Mary Vincent, from Gueydan (near Kaplan), 54 years ago this 

month and they have 4 daughters, 7 grandchildren and one great grandson.  Lee and Mary decided to 

retire in Ascension Parish to be near the children and grandchildren.  Now that he has the time he enjoys 

hunting, fishing camping and travel. Lee joined the KCs in October 2005 and received his 4th degree into 

the Msgr. Lieux Assembly in September 2007.  You can usually find Lee in the kitchen at KC functions 

preparing the bread that is served at most meals as well as doing any other job that needs to be done.  It's 

members like Lee that are the backbone of our Council. 

      

Retention Chairman and Fundraiser Chairman - Delphin Russelburg 
Delphin, better known as Blue, was born and raised in Uniontown, 

Kentucky. His father raised livestock so Delphin is no stranger to cattle, 

hogs and life on the farm.  He has 7 brothers and 8 sisters and he says he 

was one of the ones in the middle. He attended St. Vincent's Academy in 

Union County and he learned his way around the kitchen by washing pots 

and pans in the cafeteria to pay for his meals.  After graduation he joined 

the Army and was in the 54th Infantry Training Division stationed in Fort 

Knox, KY. He was  a Personnel Carrier driver during his 27 month Army 

career. He claims he stayed in Fort Knox during his entire stay in the Army because he made the basic 

training sergeant mad. When the sergeant asked where he wanted to go after basic training he replied 

anywhere but in Kentucky and, you guessed it, he was stationed at Fort Knox. Somehow I believe this 

story! Delphin met Judy, who is from nearby Evansville IN, and they have been married 46 years and 

have 3 daughters, 4 grandchildren (one deceased) and a great granddaughter, Raven. When I asked 

Delphin how he came to live in Baton Rouge he says that his brother Merle, our Financial Secretary, got 

him a job in the LA State Agricultural Department in 1979.  After 6 months working in grain 

import/export he moved into construction and has worked with a number of companies in the area before 

rejoining the Ascension Parish school board 4 years ago. Delphin was installed in the St. John KCs in 

March 1988 and was Grand Knight during the 1994-1995 and 1998-1999 fraternal years. He has held a 

number of key positions including Deputy Grand Knight/Program Director, Membership Chairman and 

currently he is the Retention Chairman, Jambalaya Fundraiser Coordinator and organizer of the Senior 

Citizen Banquet.  Delphin has a unique ability to get people to do things and he is as relentless as a pit 

bull.  We all know it's hard to say no to Blue. He made his 4th Degree in March 2000 and has served as an 

usher in our parish for over 25 years.  Delphin has been a force in our Council for 22 years and we are 

very fortunate that he decided to move to Louisiana 31 years ago. 
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Our Financial Health 
 
The income for March was $3829 and expenses were $1706. For the first nine months (75% of year) of 

the fraternal year, total income is $25,209  (85% of budget) and total expenses are $24,171 (81% of 

budget).  The March income is primarily 2010 dues and the jambalaya fundraiser lunch sales.  The major 

March expenses were food for the fundraiser and St. Valentine Day Social and our Councils pro-rata 

share of the Teachers Appreciation Banquet.      

  
 

Monsignor Lieux 4th Degree Assembly 2052 

 

 
Congratulations to new Sir Knights Donald Alleman, Matthew Graham and James Roig who 
made their 4th Degree on February 27th.  Any 3rd Degree member wishing to become a Sir 
Knight can call (622-4152) or e-mail (truemker@eatel.net) me for more details.  

 
The Lenten Fish Fry on March 19th was a semi-success with 111 plates sold. Thanks to all Assembly 
members from the St. John The Evangelist Council for working so hard to make it successful. 
            
The 50th Anniversary celebration of St. Theresa School in March was well attended and was a very emotional 
event. The Fourth Degree Honor Guard was present to pay homage to Msgr. Arthur Lieux, our Assembly 
namesake, who founded St. Theresa School. There were ten Honor Guard S/Ks present with about half of 
them from St. John The Evangelist.  I would like to thank each of you for helping to make the St. Theresa 
anniversary celebration such a memorable event. 
            

        Tommy Ruemker, Faithful Navigator 

 

Columbian Squires Circle 5101 
                        

The next Squires meeting to plan a joint Circle and Community activity will be Wednesday, 

April 14th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Center.   

 

                                                                                      Esto Dignus, Be Worthy 

                                                   Ashley Rabalais, Chief Counselor 
  

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Fellow Brother Knight's have asked that you remember the following Knight's, family and friends in your 

daily prayers: Robert(dec) and Brandy Bonney, Nelson (dec) and Effie Johnson, Mark Gyan (heart 

bypass), Lolita Russelburg (hospitalized), Donna Guillot (stomach), Phyllis Mire (chemo), Patsy Vincik 

(cancer), Lenus Guidry (cancer), John Glen Mayer (cancer), Calagero Miserendino (cancer), Delane 

Gautreaux (knee replacement), Kerry Williams (heart bypass), Warren Curole (stroke), Ernest Templet 

(hospitalized), Doris Crompton (life support), Mary Guidry (circulation), Msgr. Susi (hospitalized-fall), 

Elbess Landry (heart), Ted Orgeron (cancer), Tony and Connie (dec) Vavasseur, David Madere (prostate 

cancer), Dana Killian (biopsy).
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Where to Go for Information 
 

KC Websites  

 Council  - www.kc8342.org  (administrator - Scott McLin at scottmclin@yahoo.com) 

 State - www.louisianakc.org  

 Supreme - www.kofc.org    

Email Distribution - Paul Allen at paulwallen@cox.net or 225-752-3544 

Council Shirts - Anthony Babin at ababin1@eatel.net or 225-673-8754 

Name Tags - What's My Name at ddstark@sbcglobal.net or 817-581-4401 

Senators - David Vitter at www.vitter.senate.gov and Mary Landrieu at www.landrieu.senate.gov 

Representative - Bill Cassidy at www.cassidy.house.gov 

Pro-Life - www.ProLifeLouisiana.org and www.usccb.org (US Conference of Catholic Bishops) 

 
  

 
 

 

 

Message from our Insurance Agent Brother Tim: 

 

Rely on the trained advice of your Knights of Columbus Insurance Agent and the 

Order's long and practical experience in the life insurance business to help you 

prepare your plans for the years ahead. I will be happy to help you chart and build a 

sound economic future.  Better yet, I'll do it with an individual insurance plan keyed  

to your own needs and goals. 

 

This sort of professional counsel is available at absolutely no obligation ... just 

through a telephone call to me for an appointment.  Call me to arrange a visit and we 

can quickly and accurately determine the right amount of life insurance for your 

family. If you need additional coverage, I will propose a solution from the Order's highly rated insurance 

program that will meet your needs and your budget. 

 

Tim Fernandez - Insurance Agent 

 225-772-2488 (cell), 225-622-6384 (office) 

email: tcfern2@yahoo.com 

 

 

mailto:tcfern2@yahoo.com
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Charity Calendar Drawing 
(Drawing on March 3) 

 

 Council  Sales, % Winners, % 

 St. John (8342)    54.5       54.2 

 MBS (10455)     14.9       17.0 

 IC (6326)     11.7       18.6 

 Assumption (1099)      2.7         1.7 

 St. Theresa (2657)      1.1         0.0 

 Guadeloupe (13145)      0.35        0.0 

 St. Jean (9247)      9.3         8.5 

 Msgr. Richard (2053)      5.5         0.0 

     100.0     100.0 
 

 

March Prize, $ Name of Winner City Sold by Council 

1 150 Norman Lynn Lively Denham Springs DJ Curtin 6326 

2 20 Justin Bush Walker Charles Strum 6326 

3 20 Roger Blair Gonzales Gerald Blair 8342 

4 20 Don Barrios Raceland David Hymel 9247 

5 20 Carl Denicola Denham Springs AJ Labello 6326 

6 100 Teddy Babin St. Martinville Brain Ducote 8342 

7 20 Gordon Worley Crowley Brian Ducote 8342 

8 20 Vanessa Branch Baton Rouge Church Sale 10455 

9 20 Delphin Russelburg Prairieville Delphin Russelburg 8342 

10 20 Linda Barber Placquemine Anthony Babin 8342 

11 20 Robert Schega Baton Rouge Randle Damen 10455 

12 20 Elaine Webster Baton Rouge Arlene Robichaux 10455 

13 100 Janet Amadee Prairieville Delphin Russelburg 8342 

14 20 Bill Politz Napoleanville Charles Simoneaux 1099 

15 20 Brandy/Tommy Cousins Prairieville Merle Russelburg 8342 

16 20 Robbie McCrory Gonzales Robbie McCrory 8342 

17 20 John Varnado Independence AJ Labello 6326 

18 20 Ruby Gautreau Duplessis Church Sale 8342 

19 20 Don Pettavino Denham Springs AJ Labello 6326 

20 100 Sue Falgout/Martha Chenier Houma James Falgout 8342 

21 20 Ryan Hinze West Grove, PA Church Sales 9247 

22 20 Deloris Roussel Geismar Church Sales 8342 

23 20 Willey LeBouef Geismar Gerald Blair 8342 

24 20 Shirley Grandmeyer New Orleans Kelly McGovern 8342 

25 20 James Mire Baton Rouge Ronnie Goynes 10455 

26 20 Christine Hollins Placquemine Anthony Babin 8342 

27 100 Connie Delaneuville Gonzales Shelton Babin 8342 

28 20 Rose Piper Baton Rouge AJ Labello 6326 

 

          Feb Total - $1010 
         YTD Total - $3010 

 


